Trevor McNeill’s Stapler Essay

Merchants of the Stapler began trading in 1294.  The first compulsory staple/stapler was designed in 1184 according to Encyclopedia.com.  Gaining advances and technological ingenuity, the stapler has taken many shapes and forms since its invention.  The stapler has also seen many uses in its lustrous lifespan.  From the British currency stapling to the modern uses of staplers and staples by America’s grade schools.  Many a headmaster has seen the bloody end of the stapler demonstrated by its misuse among the rowdy young.  Often a paperclip is preferred to the much more mechanical stapler.  This paper is written to explain the different dimensions of the stapler and paper fastening devices.  Its sections will be divided according to the Harvard University student handbook on “correct labeling and sub-categories when writing ‘Stapler Essays’”.   

USES

The stapler has many uses, some of which are only known to savvy librarians and time long writers.  Primarily the stapler is used as a paper-fastening device.  It succeeds in its design when the operator of the stapler: places the corner of the paper, parchment, papyrus, scroll, manuscript, text, pamphlet, brochure, leaflet, book, booklet, flyer, handout, copy, or page.  The operator then applies pressure to the top fulcrum-less end of the stapler.  While doing so, the stapler senses the page, depresses a staple (a small piece of aluminum alloy bent on three sides to form a three sided figure), the staple then bends as it feels increasing pressure from the underside of the stapler (AKA stapling ‘pad’).  Typical staplers are able to accommodate stacks of paper as large as 25 pages; however, larger commercial staplers can staple up to a thousand pages.  These rare instances are usually massive staples designed to fasten enormous books and often bank ledgers.  Some of these heavier machines are electronically operated.  

MISUSES

In reference to elementary schools use of staplers lies a more accurate concept: the misuse of the stapler.  According to Ralph Bullard of Christian Heritage Academy, there have serious injury caused at the hand (or should we say teeth, or should we say jaw) of a misused stapler.  Among these injuries include: decapitation of lab animals, puncture wounds by an unsteady hand, trajectory stapling, stapling ones self, sitting on the stapler, using the stapler as quick fix for hemming and safety pinning, etc…Although these are the most common misuses of the stapler there are a few more outlandish instances.  For example it was reported by the New York Times that visitors of the Guggenheim Museum were attempting to staple journal pages up in place of valuable art.  

ALTERNATIVES 

There are many alternatives to using the stapler.  Some of these include: paperclips, ‘dog-earing’, folding the papers together, clips, sticky tack, gum, nail polish, paste, and tape.  There is a more extensive list including various bonding chemicals and epoxies that will be explored in the next “stapler essay”.  


FUNCTIONS

The function of the stapler is multi-dimensional.  It poses as the most illusive and intriguing of all school supplies.  On the one hand it could be used simply as a colorful addition to a lonely and bare desk, and on the other it could double as the object of disciplinary essays.  These essays are often assigned when students misunderstand instructions, are vague and unclear about exactly which paper fastening device to use, or simply fail to comply with the wishes of an organized teacher/proctor.  Usually the student is at fault and is assigned the essay as punitive damage caused to the teacher.  Many times the teacher will reduce the total page amount, or word count in order to help her students.  

CONCLUSION

All in all the stapler has been a “staple” of the rascal, the office worker, and the student alike.  
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