B-E-R

The Beer Dude

Time flew this year, even when I wasn’t having fun (playing caretaker for my terminally ill tenant 4/1-mid-May & dealing with the aftermath).  NABC’s are (almost) gone as you read this – happy holidaze up front if I didn’t see you there, or won’t at a club/Unit game – stay warm & safe & keep your dues current!  
Club news is short & sweet.  At EC, Maureen Gravett & Neil Mazaroff won the Oct ACBL Club Appreciation game & thus were MP champs – they also had the best game of the month at 66.5%.  “H-J” won both “CA” games at Live Oak, but John nosed her out for MP champ.  They had the best Wed game @ just under 65%; Jack Shiffer & “E” had the best Friday game at 66.93, & a rare “el stinko” the “CA” day.  By the time you see this, the correct result for the 10/24 game will be at our website.  Club championship on Wed 19th.
5.5 tables showed for Oct Unit game – Unit members owned the overalls. Eric & Sandi (she’s U502) #1, then Keith Freeman-Virginia Sykes, the 2 J’s (Jan Straus & Joyce Demercurio), & Nancy Davis-Lois Strahm.  We have 2 games this month – the 9th replaces the Nov game killed for NABC’s; the 15th is our annual holiday party.  Sun 9th is at 1; Sat 15th is 7PM for food & singing, 7:45 for cards – both @ Arlington Clubhouse (may there be NO FOG Sat nite!). Eric is LM POY again; Bill Jolly & Veda Mason are neck & neck in NLM race - Maureen Gravett has an outside shot IF she wins both games & Veda & Bill don’t scratch..
Thanx to all who boosted our Fall Sectional table count by 29 tables over last year!  “Invaders” won all the events, but special KUDOS to 99ers Marge Hutchings & Linda Scheffer, who survived the “hands from Hell” Sat afternoon to finish 5B/2C/1D in the stratiflighted pairs. Eric & I had game from hell in A/X, even tho E bid & made a slam on the 1st hand for a cold top. I made a bad double, then misplayed a side suit later, but our foes too often got to the optimal & unbeatable spots/made “matchpoint doubles” that worked – trumps broke horridly all day if you were declaring as E/W. More KUDOS to “H-J, who, with Harvey Brody & Ed Nagy, were 2nd in the Swiss – even tho they blitzed the eventual winners in round 6.  The rest of our Unit’s “cashers”: In the A/X, Len Vishnevsky 3A & Vicki Chang 6X; in B/C/D, Dexter Hodes 6C & Josie Lemon-Lois Strahm 4D; Sat eve Strat saw Maureen Gravett 3C. Keith Freeman 4C; other Swiss Cashers were Joanna Stansby 4A, Webmeister Mike Develin & Len Vishnevsky 5A, & Ernie Scosseria 3/4B.
Hi/G’bye/Moving up time.  Welcome new members Louise Chapman, Elizabeth O’Donnell, &  Laura McCrea (are you any relation to the late Pat McCrea?) & transfers-in Mats Hellsten, Daniel Kroll, Tanya Tomkin, & Eric Zivian from SF, Helene Tiets from Diablo Valley, the Cobeens from East Bay (they live in our “turf”) Richard Stein from Palo Alto, & Barry Ko from Vallejo. Come get a free play at a unit game sometime!  Farewell to Peggy Mendelson (U502) & Lynn Johannesen (Santa Clara - her hubby Dale was a marching band mate of mine at U of MD in the late 60’s – I played bridge against him many times back then). Up the rank ladder go Charles Murphy & Joshua Seelig to Jr Master, Joel Teller, Nicholas Meyer, & Jonathan Pines to Club Master, Kathy Moreno & Betty Smith to Regional Master, Keith Freeman & Virginia Sykes to NABC Master, & Webmeister Mike to Silver LM.

Thanx to Editor Rich for indulging my occasional verbosity & to my less verbose fellow columnists!  We need a “columnist dinner” at one of the D21 Regionals (preferably  Sacto, as I can stay free there & not have to drive home after – Santa Clara’s an hour from my house, & Monterey’s 45 mins from my mom’s place in Soquel). I know only Chris, Grant, & Jim Solomon by face – if any of the rest of you run into me at one of our sectionals, please ID yourself - I’m usually the tallest person in the room! I’m not a big tourney player because I’m not an addict – I’m  a big baseball music, & live theater fan as well. I hope I’ll have met a few more of you at the NABC’s in SF. If not, & you like my idea, e-mail beerman49@msn.com – I’d be happy to set it up or help out w/details.
Your 2008 resolution should be to BE NICE at the table – (embarrass/intimidat)ing lesser players/pard verbally IS NOT COOL!  
