B-E-R

The Beer Dude

Slipping in under the wire, I remind you of our BBQ Swiss on the 15th; Forum deliveries returned to normal for the August issues. Hope you did well in Nashville if you attended.  Had a great time in Denver late July, except for the Pike’s Peak drive from hell in rain & hail – total darkness at 12:30PM the last 3 miles to the top.  However, the rangers (under CO Springs employ) do something very smart to the downward travelers – they put a thermometer on your left front wheel at a mandatory stop at the 11K foot level (Pike’s is 14,100).  If your brakes read more than 300 degrees, you have to pull over & cool them off for a few minutes so you don’t fry them the rest of the way down.
2 Unit games in July – the 8th drew only 4.5 tables; the NAP qualifier on the 22nd drew 6. On the 8th, Erich-Childs-Jack Ackrell topped the overalls, with Maureen Gravett-Neal Mazaroff 2nd, & Ben Grubel-Veda Mason & Bill Jolly-Trudie Sinclair tied for 3rd.  On the 24th, Kathy Moreno-Betty Smith topped the field; Eric & Sandi were 2nd, Prez Jim Scott & Grace Uyeno 3rd, & Bill & Trudie 4th overall.  If you qualified, play the 2nd stage Sept 9 @ Redwood in Oakland – 2 sessions starting at 11 AM @ Redwood Rec Center (Hwy 13 @ Redwood Road); I’ll be running the game. Regular Unit game is the 23rd – back at Arlington Clubhouse  Our BBQ Swiss ad is somewhere amongst these pages – get up a team & come on out!  Unit members eat FREE; the rest get a great meal for $7!  EC recently re-striped the lot at the Community Center, so the parking is a little different -  a few less spaces on the Moeser because of angling – but the red zone by the pool is gone … I think it’s basically break even on the total # of spots.
On the in-out/rank advancement front from July/Aug:  Welcome new members Greg Sabatini & Mihai Tohaneanu! Transfers-in are Richard Lyon from Santa Clara; Mats Hellsten, Tanya Tomkins, & Eric Zivian from SF; &  Helene Tietz from Diablo Valley.  All of you are entitled to a 1-session free play at a Unit game/sectional – come on by & claim it!  Farewell to Roseanne & Booker Smith, who live within our jurisdiction, but decided to bolt for East Bay – I have a hunch why, but this isn’t the place to discuss it – unit-switching is commonplace around here.  
At the club games:  Joyce Burks & Miye Takeuchi shared MP champ (they have a standing gig) at EC Mon afternoons; sometime visitors Delores Ryler & John Moore had the best % game at just under 67%.  Monday nites again were a non-issue, & will be off the books come January.  At Live Oak, “J” (Begley) nosed out “H” (Studabaker) by .24 MP to be the July champ; Wed best % game was Yumiko Reynolds-Joanne Cobeen’s 66.22%; Friday’s best was Sylvia Irwin-Grace Uyeno’s 68.67%. Club championship games 9/19 @ LO; 9/17 nite @ EC if I can get at least 3 tables … it’s a fun game; just call me to let me know you’ll be there!  All club games are back at Arlington clubhouse until the 07-08 school year ends – if El Cerrito finally renovates City Hall, we may be able to land the current Council chambers as a permanent site (once the dais & chairs go, the room easily handles 15 tables, & there’s ample storage space for our supplies).  
Start planning for the NABC’s in SF 11/22-12/2.  If you want to volunteer for our Unit’s scheduled day on 11/29 (Thurs; we’ll be sharing w/East Bay & Modesto), let me know – we’ll be working hospitality, partnership, & whatever – I’ll be doing the restaurant thing.  We don’t have all the details, but you should be able to pick a shift that will allow you to play at least one session (do the morning if you want to play 2!).  For sure, BART it over, as the “Jukebox” Marriott is only a couple blocks from Powell St station.

PAY YOUR DUES, PLEASE, WHEN YOU GET YOUR BILL – roughly 10% of it comes back to the Unit to help keep our fees down!  If you’re online, it’s easy!  Save the stamp & check - build up reward points/rebate cash on your favorite credit card instead!  And you get a bargain by renewing for 3 yrs at a time!
