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The Beer Dude

More Forum weirdness:  Eric & I & most of our Richmond residents got our May issues June 26-28, but the weirdest of all is that our treasurer, Veda Mason, got both her May & July issues on July 2!  I challenge my fellow columnists to top that!
A measly 4.5 tables made the June 10 game – Eric didn’t scratch for the first time this year!  Vicki Chang-Don Steedman topped the overalls, followed by Betty Smith-Sylvia Irwin, Bill Dolly-Trudie Sinclair, & Marian Gardiser-Narvelle Handy.  We killed the game scheduled for the 24th & moved it to July 8 for lack of an available director.  August game is the 26th – at ARLINGTON clubhouse.  School starts the 27th, so ECCC will be moving our locker, tables, & chairs back probably as soon as the Friday LO game ends.  BBQ Swiss coming on Sept 15 @ ECCC!  If you plan to play, please give me a call ahead of time (510/528-5351; leave message if I don’t answer), so we can figure the food!  Beer will return; it went into the keg July 7 & should be well-mellowed by game time.  And Carl Lomelino told me he finally won some MP’s in Vegas after many years of futility.
To the club games I go.  Helen Studabaker-Carol Scott owned Monday daytimes - they shared MP champ & posted the best game at 66.01%.  Half price didn’t help attendance at all, so if this game doesn’t start averaging 6+ tables by fall, we’re probably going to kill it at the end of the year. At Live Oak, Ravi Bhalla was MP champ by miles – he & Wen Chao Macbride also had the best Wed game at 71.06 %.  “H-J” shot 70.43% to top the Friday crowd.  Club championship dates for August are Monday the 13th (day game) & Friday the 10th.  Extra MP’s up for grabs at no extra charge.
My sympathies to the friends and families of U502 members Jeanne Kroesen (who was a regular at our Unit Games for many years) & Winnie Downey (a great gal who lived in the long-defunct Oakland Bridge Club on Broadway, & where I got back into the game after moving out here from DC area in late 1978). Both died early June. If you made it to Nashville for the NABC’s, I hope you fattened your masterpoint wallet.  By the time you see this, I’ll have been back from 6 days in the Mile High City late July (no bridge, just baseball & checking out the area). Aug 10 & 11, Eric & I will be practicing our handicapping skills at Del Mar. Afterward, I hope to use the 12th & 13th to catch up to some of my San Diego friends I haven’t seen since 2005, & maybe revisit the SD zoo, which I haven’t been to since 1976.
EL CERRITO BRIDGE CLUB AND THE UNIT WANT YOU to support the Sunday & Monday games.  Eric needs a POY challenger to keep him sharp & we need more players having <300 MP’s to participate in the NLM race.  Mondays, we need players, period!  Seeya at the clubhouse, whichever it may be!
