B-E-R

The Beer Dude

A first – we got our June Forums in late May; as of  6/5, we still haven’t seen the May issue! Go figure. I remind you that all club & Unit games will be at the Madera Clubhouse from June 18 thru August 24 – see directions below.
18 teams made the BBQ Swiss, 14 of which played both sessions. “Invaders” Ed Barlow & Ron Powell teamed with Daniel & Linda Freeman to score a whopping 121 VP’s in 8 matches to win it. Close behind them was the 6-bagger headed by Mike Levin (Paul McDaniels-Bob Ciszek-Sid Lorvan-Jean Barry-Bill Laubenheimer).  B flight winners were Jim Harper-Marty Holtz-Carol Scott-BER Prez Jim Scott; with 2nd going to overall C flight winners Ben Grubel-Veda Mason-Helen Davis-Lillian Harris. 2nd C were Tom Rogers-Hana Totah-Marge Hutchings-Linda Scheffer-Carl Lomelino.  'Twas a good day for the BER Board overall – all 7 of our 8 members who played made the overalls in their respective flights (Eric & I were on the 4th-place A team; Jack Ackrell on the 3rd-place C team). Strats were 1000/2000/unlimited.  July Unit game is NAP qualifier on the 22nd.
At the clubs, again no Monday nite games; we had a lot of fun with the STAC games & at least one pair from each game crashed the overalls!  On Monday, Neal Mazaroff-Corey Largman were 5/6 in the C Strat; on Wed, Jack Ackrell-Geri Stokes ended up 4th in the B strat; & on Fri, Madeline Minard-Liz Schaaf were 2nd, Marge Hutchings-Linda Scheffer 8th in the C strat.  Monday co-MP champs were Joyce Burks & Miye Takeuchi; best % game was 66% by Maureen Gravett-Neal Mazaroff.  At Live Oak, Ara Hammond was the MP champ; Yumiko Reynolds-Joanne Cobeen  topped the Wed crowd at 71.52%; Carol & Jack Scott had a Fri best 69.34%.  STAC games did not figure in these calculations.

On the in/out/up the rankings ladder front: Welcome new members Kit Pickles & Zachariah Litton; farewell to Ron Fertig (San Diego); welcome back lapsed members Joann & Dr Martin Lorber (come on back to Monday nights!).  George Cage is now a Jr Master (5-20); Spencer Sun an NABC Master (>200, with silver & gold points). My hectic schedule precluded me from updating the POY info & offloading Mini-McKenney/Ace of Clubs data, but you can see the latter 2 at the ACBL website (www.acbl.org) if you’re interested.  Finally, we extend our sympathies to friends & family of Vi Laird, a long-time club denizen who passed away May 31.
I’m reprising directions to the Madera Clubhouse, which is a few blocks northwest of Arlington.  CLIP & SAVE!  From the south, continue up Arlington past the clubhouse, then take the first left (Buckingham), then an immediate right on Devonshire.  From the north, turn right on Brewster, go a short block down the bumpy road, then right on Devonshire.   
We’ll have brew at the September BBQ Swiss!  I made a batch as part of a weekend demo at the Contra Costa County fair – it will be well-conditioned in the keg come September 15.  Good luck at all the Summer Sectionals & NABC!  May you do as well as Helen Studabaker & John Begley, who, paired with Ed Nagy-Harvey Brody, won the 4-session Swiss at the recent Sacratomato Regional.
