B-E-R

The Beer Dude

Time for brew, bridge & BBQ!  Get those teams lined up for our May 17th event at the EC Community Center – the ad’s somewhere in this issue.  Advance welcome to the column brigade to my good buddy Sandi Davis, who’s replacing Grant Vance at the East Bay desk starting in June … once she exhibits her great sense of humor, I’ll be calling this page “Wagsville”, given Chris’ & my penchants to inject funny stuff into our columns.
March Unit game was a 5-table Mitch; directors ruled!  Larry Zeni-Ravi Bhalla topped the overalls, with Eric & Sandi 2nd; Carol Scott & “H” 3rd: Veda & Ben 4th. No May game besides the BBQ Swiss – 4th Sunday is Memorial Day weekend.  We make up for it in June, with games on both the 22nd & 29th; the latter will be a club-level NAP qualifier!
Hello/g’bye/rank advancers for the past 2 months (we’re holding steady at a little over 210 members in the Unit; we thank you who’ve joined/re-upped recently - we get about $3.75 of your annual dues):  Hello new members Dave Campbell & Colleen Tilton, plus transfer-in Lyda Butler from Marin. Welcome back George Schumer!  G’bye Mary Esta Ashton (So OR), Ron Mulcare (Marin), Joel Teller (East Bay), & Arnold Rosen (Reno). Up the rank ladder go Max Kelley, Rhoda Alvarez, & Elizabeth O’Donnell to Jr Master (5+); Richard Scheffer & Chas Murphy to Club Master (20+); Doug Hannah, Jonathan Pines, & Linda Scheffer to Sectional Master (50+); Lois Strahm to Regional Master (100+); & Robert Berger to NABC Master (200+). KUDOS to our newest LM’s - “sunbirder” Gordon Forbes (he winters in AZ) & our beloved treasurer Veda Mason (she went over at Santa Rosa & is off to the races again for Unit NLM player of the year).  I’ll post mid-year results of POY races in July. 
At the clubs, March MP champs were Carol Scott & “H” @ ECBC; John Begley @ Live Oak. Best % games were Larry Lew-Grace Uyeno’s 64.2 on Mon, Carin Caroe-Morris Wilson’s 64.03 on Wed, & Carol & Jack Scott’s 72.45 whopper on Fri.  Shoot 75%+, & you’ll eventually see your name in the ACBL Bulletin’s club column!  STAC time!! M/W/F, May 5/7/9, 12:15 PM - hand records & silver points.  Please note that we’re limited to 13-1/2 tables/day (if I have 13.5, I’ll run a bump or sitout movement). Mon & Fri are less crowded than Wed - if you plan to play on Wed, one of your partnership should be there by NOON!  I’ll be assigning seats at all games to balance the strats (500/1500/unlimited) directionally to comply with Western Conference rules.  BONUS – NO INCREASE IN TABLE FEES! 
March 8, we lost one of our great club denizens, Sylvia Irwin – age 80 to congestive heart failure. Sylvia always had a smile on her face & was a pleasant partner for years to Ara Hammond, Betty Smith, Marge Votto, the late Vi Laird, & others. I miss the hell out of her sitting at Table 1 at the club.  Sylvia taught computer stuff in the Oakland public schools for years, but - once retired, she NEVER touched a computer! Instead, she played lots of bridge, traveled, & enjoyed her choices of the vast array of cultural events around here. My thanx to Betty Smith for keeping us posted on Sylvia the last few weeks (once Sylvia entered the hospital, it was ICU & no visitors except family – Betty kept in touch w/Sylvia’s kids). 

The good bridge player’s “FBI” means “Fixed By Idiots” (I feel the same about the USA these days, as do most of my amigos). Don’t go too blissfully astray in the merry month of May – it could cost you a lot of matchpoints/IMPs!
