B-E-R

The Beer Dude

Sectional’s gone – time to get your teams ready for our May 17 BBQ Swiss (ad will be in May issue w/details).  Up & down across 2 ads last month was a first – Editor Rich Luttrell’s genius knows no bounds! I’m back from a week of R&R in Kailua-Kona by the time you see this -  Kona Brew Fest (w/Eric & the Golitzens) was my prime reason to go – mucho beer & food for the price of a ticket; crash & burn after (more next month on the trip). Now to the cards.
Thanx to all who made our recent Sectional – Unit members who crashed the overalls are, in chronological order (nobody in A/X pairs or 299er Swisses): Me (thanx, “Boop” for  a good game!) 4B, Treasurer Veda Mason-Gale Smith 5B in the Sat afternoon B/C/D; Marion Benedict-Shahla Verrall 3C in the Sat Eve Strat Pairs; Cris Barrere-Robert Berger-Joel Teller 2A/B, the “2 J’s” (Joyce DeMercurio & Jan Straus) 3C; Perry Scheinok-Ravi Bhalla 5A, & “H-J” 8/9A in the Swiss Teams. I just hope ECCC fixes a problem outlet in the kitchen so we can get the coffee made earlier, & that in the future for this event we don’t run up against a concurrent local event across the street that makes parking such a problem!

Feb Unit game drew a paltry 3 tables on a crappy weather day, so where was everyone?  Veda’s off to defend her NLM POY – she & Ben Grubel were tops; Joyce Burks-Grace Uyeno were 2nd overall.  April game is the 27th – Larry Zeni will be running it, as I’ll be BBQing oysters at my brew club’s annual gig in Pacifica. No pair game in May, just the BBQ Swiss – 4th Sunday is Memorial Day weekend.  We make up for it in June, with games on both the 22nd & 29th.
At the clubs:  Being tops in the ACBL-wide Senior Pairs game Feb 25 made David Sandberg the Monday MP champ – he & Virginia Sykes also posted the month’s best game @ 63.66%. At Live Oak, Ara Hammond was the MP champ; best % games were Tom Shimizu-Yumiko Reynolds @ 69.7 Wed, “H-J” @ 70.87 Fri.  STAC games coming in May – for sure at LO both days; I’m not sure yet about Monday, but I’m inclined to do it.
Finally, a “problem” hand from Sat afternoon @ our Sectional.  Red vs white, you hold in 4th seat: (AKJT85 (A (A7654 (T. After 2 passes, RHO opens weak 2(. X is insane because of your shape, so do you Michaels 3( or make the 4( Mike Lawrence “value” bid (long ago, Mike wrote that if you have a big hand in 4th seat, assume partner has 1/3 of what’s left)?  As the cards lie, if you bid 3(, LHO should (but my not) bid 4(, leaving pard to act with (94 (T8 (QT92 (AK754. Once pard bids 3/4NT (show the minor), you have an easy 5/6( call, & pard should raise 5( to 6 after 3NT call; similarly, you gotta bid 6(once pard bids 4NT – even if pard has just (Kxxx + 5-6 clubs & out & is bidding crazy, you have a reasonable shot.  I took the “value position” - we had a good game going & it was the last round – had I “Michaeled”, I’m sure we’d have been in 6(.  Damn that RHO for opening on J-crap & 2 Q’s on the side; damn me for chickening out – the top 4 places were close enough that we could’ve won had I chose the other option.

Peace & good bidding/playing/behavior at the table – we live to have FUN 1st & foremost! 
