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The Beer Dude

May all the damp, cold, & rainy be gone by the time you see this – I’m sick of it!  KUDOS to my friends with whom I play bridge online on Saturday nights - as I did “last minute” before I wrote this column! I had good “cardma” all night, including this monster in 1st seat: (K (x (AKQTxxxx (AKx..  I open 2( & get a 3( reply from pard – now what?  I bid 4NT, got 5((1/4) in reply, & now had to choose between 6(/6(.  Your call? (answer at the end)
2007 Mini-McKenney & Ace of Clubs results are in (the official finals come out a few days after my deadline for this column, so a couple narrow races could change; unless I mention something odd below, you’re a lock)  – all ye who won, come get your medals &/or certificates at our May 17 BBQ Swiss!  You are (Mini McK listed first; single name means you won both!): 0-5 Joel Teller; 5-20 Mary Tietz; 20-50 Shoufei Geng; 50-100 Joyce DeMercurio (may your broken left-foot bones heal ASAP; just don’t kick Jan too hard in a confused auction!); 100-200 Barry Ko/Keith Freeman; 200-300 Eugene Sor/Bill Jolly; 300-500 Daniel Rubinfeld/Sylvia Irwin; 500-1K Webmaster Mike Develin/Jack Shiffer; 1K-2500 Bruce Tuttle (by just .02 over John Begley)/Miye Takeuchi; 2500-5K Len Vishnevsky/Helen Studabaker; 5K-7500 Mike Levinson (but only by .09 over Sally Woolsey in the Mini McK) ; 7500-10K Joanna Stansby; >10K Lew Stansby. Congrats to all - & especially to Eugene Sor, a really nice gent who can find time to play so much good bridge given his musical gig schedule (he’s a cellist who plays in a lot of the smaller orchestras in the Bay Area & was mentioned in a late Jan SF Chron article about the “Freeway Philharmonic”).
January Unit game was a 4.5 table Howell opposite a local Sectional – such is our fate.  Dave & Joyce Denyven topped the field; Eric & Sandi were 2nd; 3A/1B were Nancy Davis-Lois Strahm; 4/5A were Barry Kael-Grace Uyeno & Bill Jolly-Trudie Sinclair; the latter pair were 2B.  March game is the 30th, in deference to Easter – open pairs @ 1 PM at our usual site.  On a sad note – long-time former Unit secretary Anne Dorst passed away Dec 18 (which I didn’t hear about until late Jan); we held a memorial service for her at the Community Center on Feb 23, with Unit member Rev Dennis Kuby presiding.  Anne taught bridge at the El Cerrito Senior Center for many years & was a tough opponent at the club tables; she also was an early KPFA supporter & member of the Berkeley CO-OP.  RIP “Annetankerous” – be nice to Soloway if & when you meet him at a table in the great beyond!
Club results for Jan:  Miye Takeuchi & Joyce Burks were co-MP champs at the EC Monday game; Nancy Davis-Ara Hammond had the best game @ 66.67%. “H-J” were co-MP champs for the Live Oak games; Helen Davis-Grace Uyeno had the best Wed game at 66.64%; “H-J” topped Fridays with 69.01%. Time for a pair to get hot & break the 70% barrier!  March 19 is Wed LO club championship day.  Finally, we welcome Ravi Bhalla to our director crew, & wish speedy recoveries to Sylvia Irwin, Les Pickles, & Gus Graban from their varied ailments!

Our webmeister Mike Develin has moved from Berkeley to Silicon Valley & wants to relinquish his post ASAP – anybody willing to take it over? I’m “geekish” when it comes to the internal workings of Windows PCs, but I’ve never delved into web stuff & have no clue about “code”, so I & the Unit would welcome assistance! Call/e-mail me if you’re interested.
If you went to Sacratomato for the Regional, I hope you did well; KUDOS to ye who survived the power outages in Monterey! As for what I did with that monster hand – I bid 6(, & partner passed w/( void.  Trumps were 3-2, so no problem. 6( also was cold – makes 7 of either if opening lead isn’t A(.
Comments welcome to beerman49@msn.com – I’ll play online w/known characters @ bridgebase only; call me ahead of time 510/(528-5351 or cell 932-6064) if you’re setting up a table you control & need a 4th!  
