B-E-R

The Beer Dude

Upon a midnight dreary, weak & weary I am – pondering, I am not! Like Phil Frank’s great comic raven Bruce in “Farley”, I babble on, for your (enlighten/amuse)ment. RIP Phil - here goes!
2 Unit games in Dec, neither of which drew the crowd we wanted – ye who missed our 12/15 Holiday party missed a great chance to “talk shop” with Lew & Joanna Stansby – we thank them immensely for their gracious presence!  At 12/9’s 5-table game, Ben Grubel & Veda Mason topped the overalls; 2A were Art & Joanne Cobeen; 3A Jim Scott-Joyce Burks; 4A Ravi Bhalla-Larry Zeni; & 2B Paul Rasmussen-Frank Rooney.  Lew & Joanna won the 6-table holiday party game, with Joyce & Jim tied with 1st-time partners Bill Jolly-Carl Lomelino (Carl doesn’t like playing “up”, but he & Bill did as good/better against Lew & Joanna than the rest of the field) for 2nd. 4A were Eric & Sandi; 3B Ben & Veda; 4B long-time partners Nancy Davis-Lois Strahm.  December’s good showing made Treasurer Veda the Unit’s non-LM Player of the Year – couldn’t have happened to a nicer lady!  Feb game is on the 24th – open pairs 1 PM @ Arlington Clubhouse.
Our membership spiked the latter part of 2007; we’re +10 from last year, but we lost George Gates, who passed away at age 97 early December, & Joyce Whitney, who got re-bitten by cancer & died just before Xmas – our sympathies to their families & friends. We welcome new members Molly Mulcare, Daisy Roman, Morgan Jacobs, & Andrew Suan, plus transfers-in Florence Siegel (she’s been here since mid-06, but ACBL never picked it up until I tweaked ’em to move her from Greater NY) & Richard Stein (Palo Alto).  Farewell to Simon Hui (Hong Kong – he’s now in the International Unit), Laura McCrea (East Bay), & Janice Nakao (San Mateo/Redwood City). The rest of our “gains” are folks who re-upped late, rejoined after some absence, or got pushed back to us when ACBL dissolved its “in-house” unit for long-time unpaid LM’s. We only get a cut from ACBL for ACTIVE dues-payers, so please keep your dues up to date!

Rank advancers since October:  JR (5-20): Cathy Adams, Zach Litton, & Greg Sabatini; CLUB (20-50): Wm Hong-Yee Chou, Helene Tietz, & Mihai Tohaneanu; SECTIONAL (50-100): Harold Hayashi, Josie Lemon, Richard Stein, & Joel Teller; REGIONAL (100+, some “colored”): Marion Benedict; NABC (200+, must have some gold): Barry Ko & Paul Hoge; LM: Eugene Sor (he made it at the NABC’s); Bronze LM (500-1000): Carl Lomelino; & Gold LM: Vicki Chang.  Keep on movin’ up (& I hope you’re PLAYING up to improve your skills by matching wits with & learning from better players in “big ticket” events!)
December club stuff:  Monday (no games 24th or 31st) – Ara Hammond was MP champ; Virginia Sykes-Keith Freeman had the best game @ 63.5%.  Live Oak MP champ was Miye Takeuchi; Larry & Susan Zeni had the best Wed game w/68.04%; Jack Shiffer & Eric topped Fri w/66.79%.  KUDOS to Bill Jolly-Florence Siegel for being 5th overall in the C flight of the Wed STaC & copping a nice chunk of silver.  Live Oak Election party game is 2/1; members whose last names start w/L-Z should bring food to share, & it’s free play day for members. To Grace Uyeno we extend our condolences for losing her hubby just before Xmas.
“H-J” had a good time up in Reno & no travel problems coming/going. They were 4/5 Wed Eve Swiss (pards were Harvey Brody & Gene Simpson); Harvey & Helen were 2nd, John & Gene 4th in the Thurs Strat pairs. Webmeister Mike Develin won a bracketed KO, but the U497 stars were Paul McDaniels & Mike Levinson – while not winning any event, they were 2nd a lot in team games & racked up 44+ MP’s each, 14/15 on the list.
Finally (space problems kept this out of Jan issue) – I disagree strongly w/Napa Unit Keith’s Dec rant on Precision 1( openers. It’s NOT unethical/illegal to bid a “lie”, either about HCP or distribution, PROVIDED you & your partner don’t do it regularly & have no undisclosed agreements for “fielding” the aberration. Occasional imaginative deviations from “system” are not crimes - & can solve a “system fix”. For “big club” protagonists, opening 1( w/(AKQJxx and a side A will elicit far more information about pard’s strength & distribution than a 1( call, so there’s a simple & ethical solution: Add “or 5+ quick tricks” to HCP range on the convention card!  Similarly, suppose RHO passes, you hold this hand: (QJxx (AKTxx (xx (xx, & you’re playing Flannery 2( (normally 11-15 HCP, 5+( & exactly 4(). Scoring/vul are immaterial – I “lie” every time, as it’s a good enough hand to open (but, being ethical I’ve now marked my card “10+ to 15” HCP).  Not having the call available when I held it in a compact KO at the NABC’s, I passed, then bid 2( after pard opened 1(. She PASSED w/(AKxx (Jx (xxx (AKxx, wrongly thinking I was weak. 11 tricks were cold in ( or ( w/(Q in the slot; 10 certainly are navigable on all but the freakiest of distributions.
Comments welcome to beerman49@msn.com – I’ll play online w/known characters @ bridgebase only; call me ahead of time 510/(528-5351 or cell 932-6064) if you’re setting up a table you control & need a 4th!  
