B-E-R

The Beer Dude

Bonjour 2008 – may it be easier on my pocketbook than was 2007 (yours, too, if you’re up against a real estate meltdown you can’t control)!  Meanwhile, enjoy our favorite game, & BE NICE to your foes! My fellow directors & I hate “motormouth” behavior – save the post-mortems until after you’ve finished the last board of a round, then PLEASE talk quietly!
NABC wrap-up:  I had a great time working the restaurant desk after 4 afternoon sessions – KUDOS to Joyce & Dick Hart of U502 for making it easy – their guide to close-by spots was superb! Our Board member Larry Zeni ended up caddying on our volunteer day & had to cover two 22-table sections with a weird setup. I played 1st Sun & Mon w/club friends in bracketed/compact KO’s – bad luck & self-inflicted damage did us in for evening play. 2nd Thurs, Eric & I, each partnered w/one of the expatriate Golitzens, managed a 3rd in consolation bracket of compact KO’s – we won the decider by 1 IMP!  Best story – in Mon compact KO’s, my team pushed a board on a PASSOUT at both tables!  Neither East 1st seat bid 1S with ATxxx AQx xx Jxx!  2-1/2 quicktrix & spade suit - no way I pass that at any vulnerability! As the hand lay, S couldn’t X over 1S; W has easy 2S raise; (6-7 count & 3S). If NS then compete @ 3 level – disaster, as neither hand has a 5-bagger & there’s no 4-4 fit.  I’d rather push 2S +110 than a pass-out – if I’m W at the first play, I want a redeal if it’s OK; if I’m N/S, I object & trust my teammates to open the hand if I know their style.  
Next Unit game is Jan 27; I’ll have Dec results, in-out/up the ladder, & non-LM POY winner in Feb. Meanwhile, 2007 KUDOS to:  
1) Carl Lomelino - the ONLY 497-er who brags to me consistently about his accomplishments at local tourneys.  He, his pard Tom Pajak, & their rotating teammates won/cracked the overalls innumerable times in bracketed KO’s & Stratiflighted Swiss Teams this year – if we had an “intermediate” POY category that included tourney results, he’d own it!  But, being “old school”, I can’t resist needling him for not playing “up” & avoiding matchpoint games (he & Tom have done well at past Unit games, but they’ve been sucking up more points at local Sectionals/Regionals on a lot of our Unit game days).    
2)  Joanna Stansby - she “laid low” during the Shanghai aftermath brouhaha (she had no part of the demonstration one of her teammates made) – we agreed via e-mails that the “punishment” suggested was out of line, & she e-mailed me the good news that the US Bridge Federation backed off of the idiotic proposed “punishments”.
3) Eugene Sor - he cashed some tickets @ the SF NABC’s & is fast approaching LM status.
4) The BIG “9-OH” folks who frequent the club games I direct. Hobart Hanson joined that club12/6 – his wife Adele chauffeurs him to/from. Les Pickles is 92 – he’s brought me some great wild game (duck & elk); his lovely wife Kit is a great baker & also plays/chauffeurs. Charlotte Oppenheim, the oldest at 93+, plays many Fridays with her good friend Ruth Matsumoto (a classy mid-octogenarian who’s ultra-nice! – they were regular Monday night denizens when that game still had life).  I don’t have space to list all the 80-somethings, but 22 years hence, I hope to be alive & as sane as they are! 
At the clubs in Nov:  Joyce Burks & Miye Takeuchi were co MP champs @ ECBC; David Sandberg & Virginia Sykes had the best game @ 63.19%. At Live Oak, Jack Shiffer was the MP champ easily; best % games were Barry Kael-Joyce Burks on Wed (64.81) & Bob Wilde – Sylvia Irwin in Friday (62.04).  Deuces wild Jan & Feb @ LO – Wed 1/2 is the holiday bash; Fri 2/2 is election party day.  

Finally – I disagree strongly w/Napa Unit Keith’s rant in Dec about Precision 1( openers. It’s NOT unethical/illegal to bid a “lie”, either about HCP or distribution, PROVIDED you & your partner don’t do it regularly & have no undisclosed agreements for “fielding” the aberration. Imaginative deviations from “system” are not crimes - & will solve some “system fixes”! Opening 1( w/(AKQJxx and a side A will elicit far more information about pard’s strength & distribution than a 1( call, so “big club” protagonists who open 1( with such hands have a simple & ethical solution: State HCP range & add “(or X+ quick tricks)” on the convention card!  To further my point, suppose you’re in 2nd seat, & RHO passes. You’re playing Flannery (2( opener shows 11-15 HCP, 5+( & exactly 4() & hold this hand: (QJxx (AKTxx (xx (xx. Scoring/vul are immaterial – I’d open this “lie” hand every time! It wasn’t on the card when I held it in a compact KO at the NABC’s, so I jumped to 2( after pard opened 1(. She PASSED w/(AKxx (Jx (xxx (AKxx, wrongly thinking I was weak. 11 tricks were cold in ( or ( w/(Q in the slot; 10 certainly are navigable on almost any distribution.
Comments welcome to beerman49@msn.com – I’ll play online w/known characters @ bridgebase only; e-mail/call me ahead of time if you’re setting up a table you control & need a 4th!  
